vin	CHURCH OF S. THEODOSIA	177
body in Galata.1 The patriarchal authorities of the sixteenth
century, as Mr. Siderides admits, while professing to point
out the exact spot where Constantine Palaeologus fell, were
ignorant of the place where he was buried. In his work on
the mosques of the city, written in 1620, Evlia Effendi not
only knows nothing of the tradition we are considering,
but says expressly that the emperor was buried elsewhere
—in the,church of the monastery of S. Mary Peribleptos,
known by the Turks as Soulou Monastir, in the quarter of
Psamathia. In 1852 a story prevailed that the grave of the
last Constantine was in the quarter of Vefa Meidan.2 From
all these discrepancies it is evident that in the confusion
attending the Turkish capture of the city, the real site of
the imperial grave was soon forgotten, and that all sub-
sequent indications of its position are mere conjectures, the
offspring of the propensity to find in nameless graves local
habitations for popular heroes.
note
The first edition of Ancient and Modern Constantinople was
published in 1824. In it there is no mention of any tomb in the
church of S. Theodosia. The second edition of that work appeared
in 1844, and there the author speaks of a tomb in the church, and
suggests that it was the tomb of some martyr in the iconoclastic
persecution. The patriarch's letter to Scarlatus Byzantius was
written in 1852, and published by the latter in 1862. In that
letter the patriarch reports for the first time the tradition that the
tomb. in S. Theodosia was the tomb of Constantine Palaeologus.
In 1851 a Russian visitor to Constantinople, Andrew Mouravieff,
who published an account of his travels, says that in the church of
S. Theodosia he was shown a tomb which the officials of the mosque
assured him was the tomb of the last Christian emperor of the
city.3 Lastly, but not least, in 1832 the church of S. Theodosia
underwent repairs at the Sultan's orders, and then a neglected
1	See the Muscovite's account in Dethier's Collection of Documents relating to
the Siege of/^jTjV vol. ii. p. 1117. *
2	Achmed Mouktar Pasha, a recent Turkish historian of the siege of 1453,
maintains that the emperor was buried in the church of the Pege" (BaloukH), out-
side the walls of the city.    There is no persistency in the tradition that associates
Constantine's tomb with the church of S. Theodosia.
8 Letters from  the East (in  Russian), vol.  ii.  pp. 342-43, quoted  by Mr.
Siderides.
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